RESOLUTION 20-12

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE HI-DESERT WATER DISTRICT MAKING FINDINGS AND ADOPTING
A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION PURSUANT TO THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT, AND APPROVING THE
PHASE Il AND PHASE lll SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Hi-Desert Water District ("HDWD"), is a public agency
formed to manage the water and wastewater treatment for the Yucca Valley area;
and

WHEREAS, in 2009, the HDWD adopted a Wastewater Master Plan (Master
Plan), prepared by consultant Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH), for the Town of
Yucca Valley. which identifies that the District will own and operate a proposed
wastewater collection and treatment system in accordance with the Master Plan to
decrease reliance on septic systems; and

WHEREAS, Phase 1 of the plan was completed in December 2019 and
consisted of constructing several wastewater treatment systems and pipelines in
primarily the core or mostly developed, contiguous areas of Yucca Valley; and

WHEREAS, the HDWD is currently planning for the construction of
Phases Il and Il which is primarily the only sewer pipelines for the residential
areas that are outside of the core, contiguous area of Yucca Valley over the next
10 years; and

WHEREAS, Phases Il and lll are identified in the HDWD Sewer Master
Plan as Proposed Alignments Included in Master Plan, Proposed Alignments Not
Included in Master Plan, and Deferred Alignments Included in Master Plan (refer
to Sewer Master Plan, Figure 2 - Sewer Master Plan Alignments vs Phase Il & 1|
Proposed/Deferred Alignments, and Figure 3A in this document); and

WHEREAS, Phases Il and lll is identified as constructing approximately
64 miles of PVC sewer pipeline, 1,300 manholes and three lift stations facilities in
various areas of its service territory (Project); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (Public
Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code
of Regulations, title 14, § 15000 et seq., “CEQA”) the HDWD is the lead agency
for the proposed Project; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15063, an initial
study ("Initial Study") was prepared for the Project to analyze whether the Project
may cause a potentially significant effect on the environment; and



WHEREAS, on the basis of the Initial Study, which concluded that the
Project may have potentially significant impacts but that those impacts could be
reduced to less than significant levels with implementation of the proposed
mitigation measures, the HDWD determined that a Mitigated Negative
Declaration ("MND") should be prepared for the Project, and an HDWD was
prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code sections 21064.5 and 21080,
subdivision (c), and the State CEQA Guidelines section 15070 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the HDWD circulated the MND and Initial Study to the State
Clearinghouse, the County Clerk's Office, responsible and trustee agencies, the
public, and other interested parties in the manner required by CEQA for a 30-day
review and comment period pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 15072, and five (5)
comment letters were received by the HDWD; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21081.6 and
State CEQA Guidelines section 15074(d), the HDWD has prepared a program
for reporting on or monitoring the changes which it has either required in the
project or made a condition of approval to mitigate or avoid significant
environmental effects (the "Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program" or
"MMRP"); and

WHEREAS, as contained herein, the HDWD has endeavored in good faith
to set forth the basis for its decision on the proposed Project; and

WHEREAS, the HDWD has endeavored to take all steps and impose all
conditions necessary to ensure that impacts to the environment would not be
significant; and

WHEREAS, all of the findings and conclusions made by the HDWD
pursuant to this Resolution are based upon the oral and written evidence before
it as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has reviewed the MND, Initial Study,
and all other relevant information contained in the record regarding the Project;
and

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2020, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the
public was afforded an opportunity to comment on the Project and the MND and
the Initial Study, and the Board of Directors discussed and considered the
Project and the MND and the Initial Study; and

WHEREAS, all other legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Resolution
have occurred.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HI-DESERT
WATER DISTRICT DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:



SECTION 1. Recitals. The Board of Directors hereby find that the foregoing
recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein as substantive findings of
this Resolution.

SECTION 2. Compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act. As the
decision- making body, the Board of Directors has reviewed and considered the
information contained in the MND, Initial Study, and administrative record on file
with the HDWD and available for review at Hi-Desert Water District, 55439 29
Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley, California 92284. The Board of Directors finds that the
MND, Initial Study, and administrative record contain a complete and accurate
reporting of the environmental impacts associated with the Project. The Board of
Directors further finds that the MND and Initial Study have been completed in
compliance with CEQA.

SECTION 3. Findings on Environmental Impacts. Based on the whole record
before it, including the MND, the Initial Study, the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Plan, the administrative record and all other written and oral evidence
presented to the Board of Directors finds that all environmental impacts of the
Project are either less than significant or can be mitigated to a less than significant
level with implementation of the mitigation measures set forth in the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program. The Board of Directors further finds that there
is no substantial evidence in the administrative record as a whole supporting a fair
argument that the Project may result in any potentially significant environmental
impacts, and that any comments received regarding the Project have been
examined and determined not to modify the conclusions of the MND or the Board
of Directors. Furthermore, the Board of Directors finds that the MND has not been
substantially revised after public notice of its availability and recirculation is not
required. (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15073.5.) The Board of Directors finds that
the MND contains a complete, objective, and accurate reporting of the
environmental impacts associated with the Project and reflects the independent
judgment and analysis of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 4. Adoption of MND. The Board of Directors hereby adopts the MND
prepared for the Project, a copy of which has been provided to each Director and
is on file at HDWD's offices.

SECTION 5. Adoption of Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. Pursuant
to Public Resources Code section 21081.6, the Board of Directors hereby adopts
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program prepared for the Project,
attached hereto as Exhibit "A".

SECTION 6. Approval of the Project. The Board of Directors hereby approves the
Phase |l and Phase Il Sewer Collection System Project.

SECTION 7. Notice of Determination. The Board of Directors directs staff to
prepare and file a Notice of Determination with the San Bernardino County Clerk
and the State Clearinghouse within five (5) working days of the approval of the
Project.



SECTION 8. Custodian of Records. The documents and materials that constitute
the record of proceedings on which these findings are based are located at Hi-
Desert Water District, 55439 29 Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley, California 92284, the
Secretary to the General Manager/Board, is the custodian of the record of
proceedings.

SECTION 9. Execution of Resolution. The President of the Board of Directors
shall sign this Resolution and the Secretary of the Board of Directors shall certify
this Resolution was duly and properly adopted by the Board of Directors.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED at the meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Hi-Desert Water District held on June 17, 2020 by the following vote:

Ayes: Mayes, Hough, Byerrum, Stadum, Graham

Noes:
Absent:
Abstain:
RogeyJ Mayes, President bf tHe Board of Directors
Attest:

ﬁ (SEAL)

Ed Muzik, Secretabjof the Board of Directors
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